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www.whitsundaylandcare.org.au         Find us on Facebook  

A partnership for the natural resource 
management of catchments in the 
Central QLD Coast Bioregions. 
 

CATCHMENT COORDINATOR: 
Cath Campbell  
Ph.: 0408 187 944 
coordinator@whitsundaylandcare.org.au 
 

PROJECT OFFICER:  
Peter Alden 
Ph.: 0488 768 567 
 

CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION: 

· Natural Resource Management 
· Land management 
· Native plants 
· Environmental weeds 
· Volunteer activities 
 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER: 
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outdoors in a fun, social setting.   
 

If your interested in any of the above to 
do your bit for the environment and 
socialise with like-minded people? We 
have coordinated activities on Tuesday 
& Thursday mornings and more.  
Contact us! 
 

WCL Management Committee: 
Graham Armstrong, Chair 
Scott Hardy, Deputy Chair 
Wendy Gordon, Secretary 
Jim Dickens, Treasurer 
Bren Fuller 
John Casey 
Cr Ron Petterson 
 
WCL is a community not-for-profit 
group, relying on grants  & donations.   
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$2 or more are tax deductible. To make 

a donation please 
contact us or go to our 
page: 
 www.givenow.com.au  

WCL receives support from the following organizations: 
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Meet onsite at  
9 am. Car pool if 
possible as parking 
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All photos: Kath Bernett & Peter Alden 
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Above: Flower Crab spider waiting 
on flowers- Thomisis sp 
Photos: Steve & Alison Pearson 

Above: Roswell Alien-face Crab 
Spider– Poecilothomisus speciosus 
 Photo: Steve & Alison Pearson 

Above: Female Thomisis spectabilis 
with male on her back. 
Photos: Steve & Alison Pearson 

Above: Female Thomisis sp. has caught a  
Papilio aegeus  butterfly 
Photos: Steve & Alison Pearson 
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Above: Male Baeus sp.  Wasp .  
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 

Above: Female Baeus sp.  Wasp  
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 

Above: Baeus sp. Wasp hatching out 
of eggs of the Conopistha sp. Spider.  
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 

Above: Baeus sp. Wasp hatching out 
of eggs of the Conopistha sp. Spider.  
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 
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Above: Parasitic Platygastridae 
micro wasps hatching from 
eggs of Romphaea cometes— 
Elf Slipper spider. 
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 

Above: On one Romphaea cometes—Elf 
Slipper spider. hatched from this egg 
sack 
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 

Above: Parasitic Platygastridae 
micro wasps hatched from eggs 
of Romphaea cometes— 
Elf Slipper spider. 
Photo: Steve &Alison Pearson 
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              What’s Showing Now  
 
Common name:  ���������������������  
 
Scientific name:  Arytera divaricata 
Divaricata from Latin “divaricatus” spread at a wide angle, referring to the few struggling branches of 
panicles. 
 
Family: Sapindaceae 
 
Leaves:  Pinnate with 4-6 opposite or sub-opposite leaflets, 5-11 x 2-4.5cm, leathery, dark glossy green 
above, dull beneath and variable in shape. 8-14 pairs of prominent, lateral veins which are strongly raised 
���
����������������������
����
����������������	 ���	�
���������
���������
�����
����	�������� �
�� ����
bright green before maturity. Leaf stalks are swollen and transversely wrinkled. Small hooded structures 
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 ������ -rib and main lateral veins. 
 
Flowers: Numerous small cream flowers in axillary sprays. 
 
Fruit:  Yellow to orange fruits with 1-3 lobes, 2.5cm, hairy on the 
inside, 1 brown seed almost completely enclosed in a red aril. 
 
Propagation:  From fresh seed. 
 
Description:   Arytera divaricata is usually a small bushy tree, 6 or 
7 metres high, though it can grow much larger. It occurs from the 
East coast of Qld around Coen to Seal Rocks in NSW.   
In the Mackay Whitsunday district it is common in riverine and light 
rainforest. 

 
The new growth is striking during 
Winter, making this species easy 
to see in the rainforest 
understorey or in the open. It is a 
very hardy plant once 
established, though is very slow 
growing at first. So slow that 
some recommend it as a pot 
plant for the display of its new 
growth. Fruits are readily sought 
after by many bird species. 
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Arytera divaricata 
 PHOTO: sourced from internet Photos: C. Peterson 
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Pest Hall of Fame 
 Captain Cook tree is a restricted invasive plant under the Biosecurity Act 2014. It must not be given away, sold, or released 
into the environment without a permit. The Act requires everyone to take all reasonable and practical steps to minimise the 
risks associated with invasive plants and animals under their control. This is called a general biosecurity obligation (GBO).  

Botanical name: Cascabela thevetia (prev.  
Thevetia peruviana) 
Common Name: Yellow Oleander, Captain Cook Tree 

Family:  Apocynaceae 

Origin: Southern Mexico, Central America and the West Indies It is an attrac-
tive plant and planted widely as an ornamental in the Whitsundays.  
 
Description:  
A much branched shrub to 4m but can develop into a tree to 10m. Milky sap 
when stems or leaves are broken. Very  
hardy. 

 
Leaves : Alternate, linear to lanceolate & sim-
ple with a narrow pointed tip 93-150mm long 
x 4-15mm wide. Leaves spiral densely along 
stems. Dark green & glossy above & covered with a waxy coating to help re-
duce transpiration. Stems are 
green changing to silver-grey 
as they age. 
 

Flowers:  50cm wide bell 
shaped waxy flowers with 
overlapping petals, Yellow or 
peach coloured. Scented and 
arranged in clusters 

  
Fruits/Seeds: Lantern shaped fruit 25-40mm wide. Green initially 
but ripening to black with 4 enclosed seeds with a bony structure. 
 
Spread by: Seed dispersed by water, feral pigs, garden waste and 
falling on the ground. 
 
Notes: All parts of the plant are poisonous especia lly the seed 
which can be fatal if ingested. Highly invasive esp ecially along creek systems. Recommend removal from  
all gardens. 
 
Management Strategy: Best form of weed control is prevention so– don’t plant it.  Treat when infestation  are 
small or if isolated plants. Use a combination of chemical & mechanical treatments– choose what suits the site. All 
treated areas need to be checked periodically for germinating seedlings. Follow–up must be undertaken to ensure 
control efforts are successful. Selection of a suitable method depends upon the size of the infestation. 
 
Mechanical control: Isolated individual plants can be removed by machinery or grubbed out. Any remaining ex-
posed stems should be treated with basal bark spray as soon as possible after clearing. 
  
Chemical control: Always read the label carefully &  apply strictly in accordance with the directions.  
Herbicides work best when plant is actively growing (not during the dry season unless irrigated). Can be controlled 
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Triclopyr 920g/l)+ Picloram (100g/l). Permit 11463 
Foliar Spray: Use of a wetting agent will increase the effect of the herbicide, due to the waxy coating on the leaves. 
Spray the whole plant to the point of run-off. Most effective on plants less than 2m tall. 
Basal Bark spray: For stems up to 5cm in diameter– carefully spray completely around the base of the plant to 
40cm above the ground. Multi-stemmed plants require each stem to be sprayed. Larger trees may be sprayed to a 
greater height– 1m above ground level. 
Cut Stump method: At any time of the year– cut the stems horizontally as close to the ground as possible and im-
mediately ( within 15 seconds) swab or spray the cut surfaces & associated stem with the herbicide mixture. 
Stem injection: Axe cuts are made at 5-7cm intervals around the stem(s) with undamaged bark between. Cuts 
should be made below the first branch at an angel of 30degrees to the stem. Immediately injects up to 1ml of herbi-
cide per cut allowing solution to cover cut surfaces on both bark & tree. 
 
Refer to the DAF data sheet for information about the chemical control registered for use in the control of this plant 

Cascabela thevetia (prev. 
Thevetia peruviana) 
Photo: C. Peterson 

Cascabela thevetia -flowers & fruit 
Photo: C. Peterson 

Cascabela thevetia (prev. The-
vetia peruviana) in bushland 
Photo: C. Peterson 



Disclaimer: Information in this newsletter is offered as a guide only and while every care is taken to ensure its accuracy, Whitsunday  
Catchment Landcare does not invite reliance upon it, nor accept responsibility for any loss or damage caused by actions based on it. 

If you would like to receive this e-newsletter please email coordina-
tor@whitsundaylandcare.org.au with your request.  Or you can phone Cath on   
mbl:0408-187-944 to request one. 

You can make a tax deductable donation to the  
Whitsunday Catchment Landcare Fund at any time.  

Just go to http://www.givenow.com.au/
whitsundaycatchmentlandcare 

 All donors will receive a receipt from Givenow at the time of 
the donation for their use at tax time.  

WCL Community Nursery 
The WCL Nursery is still keen to source endemic see d 
so please keep an eye on your flowering native tree s, 
shrubs & grasses for the volunteer nursery. Some of  
the species we need are:   
Aphananthe philippensis Native Elm 
Arytera divaricata  Rose Tamarind 
Cajanus reticulatus  Native Pigeon Pea 
Cananga odorata  Ylang ylang 
Casuarina equisetifolia  Beach She-oak 
Colubrina asiatica  Beach Berry Bush 
Corymbia intermedia   Pink Bloodwood 
Corymbia tessellaris   Morton Bay Ash 
Crinum pedunculatum  Swamp Lily 
Dianella caerulea  Flax Lily 
Eucalyptus platyphylla  Poplar Gum 
Euroschinus falcata  Ribbon Wood 
Glochidion apodogynum  Buttonwood 
Ipomoea pes-caprae  Goat’s-foot Convolvulus 
Melaleuca leucadendra Weeping Paperbark 
Melaleuca viridiflora   Broad-leafed Paperbark 
Melaleuca nervosa  Fibre Bark 
Memecylon pauciflorum  
Micromelum minutum  Native Lime Berry 
Trema tomentosa var. aspera  Peach-leafed Poison Bush 
Vitex trifolia   Vitex 

 
Guidelines for seed collecting: 
· Only collect seed from your own property 

or with written permission 
· Source plants must have grown from 

seed from the Whitsunday Region 
· Collect ripe, mature seed & no more than 

10% of the seed from any one plant 
· Collect from several parts of the plant, 

mainly the middle & upper branches 
· Use paper bags (not plastic ) to store the 

seed & keep them in a cool place 
· Label the bag with the species, location, 

date and your name. Not sure of your 
identification? Include a stem with some 
leaves & /or take a photo. 

 
You can drop seed off at the nursery on  

Tuesday or Thursday mornings, or at  
Reef Catchments,  

45 Main St Proserpine, or call 0408 187 
944. 

INTERESTING WEB SITES: 
Native Animals, Insects, Birds: 
http://www.wildlife.org.au/magazine/ 
http://www.aussiebee.com.au  
www.birdsinbackyards .net  
www.australianmuseum.net.au/reptiles  
http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-mackay/
activities-mac 
 
Native plants:  
http://ausgrass2.myspecies.info/content/oplismenus 
https://www.anbg.gov.au/cpbr/cd-keys/rfk/ 
 
 

Wetlands 
http://wetlandinfo.ehp.qld.gov.au/wetlands/ecology/
components/flora/mangroves/mangrove-
moreton.html 
Feral Animals: feralflyer@invasiveanimals.com 
https://alumni.uq.edu.au/cane-toad-baits 
Feral plants: 
www.weeds.org.au 
www.environment.gov.au ›Biodiversity ›Invasive 
species › Weeds  
www.iewf.org/weedid/index_by_reserve.htm  
www.anbg.gov.au/cpbr/herbarium/ 
https://www.vision6.com.au/em/mail/view.php?
id=1769275019&a=17056&k=a87f8df 

�
���������+��������	���	������	
������������������	� ���������+����*	��������	�����������	��� �,��*	���
#�������+�������*������#���������������������	##� 
����	���#���	���������	�������	��	�����#�	���
4������	�� �,�����	�	��	����	��	�+������*���	��+��� �����-��#��-:'�*�������	��7	�������.�G��������
 ��
  






